
Active Bass Off Cover and Bass Movements
Actively
Feeding

Bass that are actively feeding are away from cover, either
suspended or roaming to hunt for forage.

Better Cover
Some suggest bass move to better cover if the quantity

 of forage is insufficient or shade is no longer or a
predator is identified (spooked).

Weather
Change in weather especially barometric pressure, wind,

cloud cover and rain can trigger bass to actively feed
and/or move to new locations.

Seasonal
Migration

From their deep winter locations, to the spawning beds,
 to summer and fall locations -some deep, some shallow,

and then back to winter locations.

Spawning Typically, bass spawning beds, have no cover or limited
cover as eggs need direct sun.

Suspended Suspended bass typically refers to bass that
are above the bottom including above cover or no cover.

Wolf Pack Wolf Packs (Wolfpacks) typically refers to a group of
(larger) bass roaming together in shallow water.

Spooked
Spooking a bass is triggering the bass to a threat that

deters the bass from eating which some refer to as skittish
and may result in the bass leaving its current location.

Reaction
Bite

Reaction bites are bites from bass that are not actively
feeding but triggered (some say instinctively) to

chase a lure.

Structures - Bottom Contours and Understanding Bass Depth

Structures refers to patterns of changes in bottom depths (bottom contours)
as illustrated with these examples courtesy of Navionics.

Cover resides on structures but often structures have no cover.

Bass use structures as navigation paths, escape routes, and concealment locations
typically in combination with cover when available.

Inactive Bass (often) Tight to Cover
Ambush

Point
Cover provides inactive bass an ambush point

for opportunistic feeding.

Shelter Cover provides inactive bass a safe place for resting,
conserving energy, digesting and avoiding predators.

Shade
When it is sunny, shallow inactive bass seek cover and
structures that provide shade, offering ambush points,

cooler water, and reducing their visibility from predators.
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Location (Area then Spot)

Habitat
Bass, when inactive, typically reside near cover, when

available, where cover is an object that provides
shelter, shade or an ambush point.

Common Cover

Grass
Grass, also called vegetation or weeds, is shallow cover for

bass that can be categorized as submerged, grass line,
clumps, floating/matted and emergent.

Rock
Rock, as cover, is any rock large enough to provide bass

shelter, shade or an ambush point, also referred to as
boulders. Boulders are rocks over 10 inches.

Wood
Wood, as cover, is any wood large enough to

provide bass shelter, shade or an ambush point.
Wood can be categorized as brush piles, laydowns,

stumps/standing timber, and logs

Docks Docks and other manmade cover.

No Cover

Structure When cover isn't available bass can associate
with structures.

Creek Channel

Cut/Pocket Flat Funnel/Saddle

Hole Hump Ledge

Points Roadbeds Shoreline

It's about the AllureTM

Where to find Bass: Location, Location, Location.
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